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Living Without Guilt
God’s Word
If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just and

will forgive us our sins and

purify us from all unrighteousness.
(1 John 1:9, NIV)

Think About This

I know about guilt. I know about the shadow deep inside, the heaviness, the darkness. I know about being deeply, unforgettably aware of the wrong I've done.

I've tried to deal with that guilt in a variety of ways. 

I've tried to deny it: "It's just a state of mind...an emotion...it'll pass."

I've tried to rationalize it: "Everybody does wrong once in a while...I'm no worse than most people."

I've tried to blame it on others and escape it: "It's just the way my parents raised me...society's false standards...If I ignore their rules, I'll eventually get past this feeling."

I've tried to make up for it somehow: "I will be nice to people...do good deeds...give money...That will make up for the wrong I've done...My good deeds will outweigh the bad."

But none of that lifts the blackness. None of it makes me clean. None of it changes the person I know I am. My wrongness is not a feeling, or a fiction, or a passing phenomenon. It's a fact.

But thank the Lord, I also know what forgiveness feels like. Years ago friends told me about Jesus. At first, hearing about Him only made the guilt worse. I felt painted in a corner. My wrongness, my sin, was bigger than ever. It loomed over me. It stared me in the face.

Finally, in desperation, and in feeble hope, I turned to Jesus. I just opened myself to Him. I admitted how wrong I was. I asked Him to help me.

And you know what happened? He didn't scold me. He didn't punish me. He just forgave me. Forgave me! Freely, completely, unconditionally forgave me! I was a brand-new person, bathed in His love inside and out.

I cannot describe the freedom. I cannot describe the cleanness, the joy, the rightness of life.

I'm not talking about a feeling. It was a fact. I was a different person, and everyone who knew me knew I was different.

No, I wasn't perfect. I'm still not perfect--not by a long shot. But I'm learning to trust Him, and He's helping me to live a clean life, a loving life, above the wrong that once dragged me down.

And when I fail, I just ask Him to forgive me, and He does, as freely and completely as ever.

If you're living with guilt, let me tell you: you don't have to. You don't need to deny it. You don't need to rationalize it. You don't have to make up for it. Jesus forgives sin. Jesus takes away guilt completely. Jesus makes new people. Jesus can make you a new person.

Hymn: Father, I’ve Failed You
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9/13/2011

Love in Living Color
God’s Word
God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;

male and female he created them.

God blessed them and said to them,

“Be fruitful…increase…fill the earth…subdue it…rule…”

God saw all that he had made, 

and it was very good.

(Genesis 1:27-28, 31, NIV)

Think About This
Our beautiful earthly home paints our Father’s love 
in vivid color.

Open your eyes! Look around!

With youthful enthusiasm our timeless God 
carefully planned all the universe,

from immense panoramas 

to the tiniest, most stunning detail.

He took pleasure in displaying His magnificence for all to see.
He eagerly provided for our every need.
There in the very beginning,

the same sovereign Word that spoke the world into existence

blessed us.

He blessed us even more richly in Jesus Christ.

He continues to bless us day by day with 
everything good, noble, pure, and lovely.

Rejoice in Him! 

Worship our Father for all He has done!

Hymn: Lavish Love, Abundant Beauty
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9/20/2011

Do You Hear Him?
God’s Word
I will listen to what God the Lord will say,

for He promises peace to His people.

When we suffer,

God speaks to us in the midst of our trouble.

He wants to draw us out of our distress

into deliverance,

into a spacious place that is wide open and free.

He wants to lead us to a banquet table

filled with all the best food.
(Psalm 85:5; Job 36:15-16; para.)

Think About This
Creation is God’s song about Himself.

Are you listening?

He speaks in the thunder.

Do you tremble at His majesty?

He speaks in a small whisper.

Don’t let your desires drown out His voice.
He speaks in the silence.

Are you resting in Him?

He speaks through pain and distress.

Do you still trust His tender love?
He speaks through a thousand daily pleasures,

calling you to find constant joy in Him.

Your Father is always speaking.

As you trust Him,

you will hear Him.

Hymn: God Is Speaking
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9/27/2011

One Thing I Seek
God’s Word
One thing I ask of the Lord, 

this is what I seek: 

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 

all the days of my life, 

to gaze upon the Lord and to seek him.

(Psalm 27:4, NIV)

Whom have I in heaven but you? . . .
My flesh and my heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart and 

my portion forever.
(Psalm 73:25-26, NIV)

Think About This
All the beauty, glory, and abundance of heaven will come from one Source: God himself. We will forever be completely dependent on Him--not on His gifts, but on Him.

Revelation 21:22-23 says that in His immediate presence, we will need no sun, moon, or temple. He himself will be our warmth and our light. Our worship will be face-to-face.

In His presence, Jesus' simple statements about himself become personal truth:
I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. (John 6:35, NIV)

I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness. (John 8:12, NIV)

I am the resurrection and the life . . . Whoever lives and believes in me will never die. (John 11:25-26, NIV)

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. (Revelation 21:6, NIV)

Here and now your heart can be captured by the living beauty and simplicity of the personal Christ. That beauty holds a bonding that grows stronger and stronger, prayer by prayer. As we trust Him and love Him, we find our needs and hungers met in Him. Every lesser desire gradually disappears into Him.

All of history, all the vast universe, seen and unseen, and all the desires and hopes of humanity are summed up in Christ (Ephesians 1:9-10). That summing up is also an individual process. Let Him start it in you now. Let Him begin it in your heart, and He will spread it throughout your thoughts and feelings, your attitudes and lifestyle.

He has not put eternity's best blessings out of your reach. They are as near as His presence, as near as looking to Him in simple faith.

Hymn: Heaven Here and Now 
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10/4/2011

Christ Is Our Feast
God’s Word
Come, all you who are thirsty,

come to the waters;

and you who have no money,

come, buy and eat!

Come, buy wine and milk

without money and without cost.

Why spend money on what is not bread,

and your labor on what does not satisfy?

Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good,
and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.
(Isaiah 55:1-2, NIV)

Prayer
Jesus Christ is the banquet our Father spreads

for all His children.

His life, His love,

His holiness, His truth,

His peace, His Spirit, and

His relationship with the Father

are the nourishment we all need and crave.

Come daily, hourly, constantly, and 

feast on Him by simple faith.

Don’t look past His provision and

spend yourself chasing what can never satisfy.

Jesus Christ is the Bread of Heaven.

He is the Water of Life.

Hymn: The Feast Is Spread
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10/11/2011

Fear God Alone
God’s Word
The Lord spoke to me 

with his strong hand upon me, 
warning me not to follow

the way of this people. He said…

“Do not fear what they fear…

The Lord Almighty is the one 

You are to regard as holy,

he is the one you are to fear.”
(Isaiah 8:11-13, NIV)

Prayer
Father, You are Almighty God,

the sovereign Lord over all reality.

Fearing You,

I need fear nothing else.

You are wisdom and love,
so I ask only Your will.

You are truth.

Everything else is false and fading.
You are all-in-all.

Outside You is emptiness, nothingness.
Everything outside You will change and die.

You are forever.

You are unchanging.

You are complete, and

I am complete only in You.

Hymn: The Fear of God
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10/18/2011

As We Gather
God’s Word
Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord;
let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.

Let us come before him with thanksgiving

and extol him with music and song.

For the Lord is the great God,

the great King above all gods.

In his hand are the depths of the earth,

and the mountain peaks belong to him.

The sea is his, for he made it,

and his hands formed the dry land.

Come, let us bow down in worship,

let us kneel before the Lord our Maker;

for he is our God

and we are the people of his pasture,

the flock under his care.

(Psalm 95:1-7, NIV)

Prayer
Almighty God,

as we gather,

faith comes seeking You.

Faith comes seeing You.

Faith comes expecting You.

Faith comes worshiping and loving You.

Faith comes eager to serve You,

eager to love those You love,

eager to lift them to You,

eager to draw them to You.

Faith comes eager to go again.
Faith goes loving You.

Faith goes worshiping You.

Faith goes expecting You.

Faith goes in You,

eager to come again.

Hymn: We Have Come to Join in Worship
Recording
Lyrics
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10/25/2011

God Keeps His Promises
God’s Word
Jesus said:
“All the nations of the earth… will see the Son of Man 

coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.

And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call,

and they will gather his elect from the four winds,

from one end of the heavens to the other.”
(Matthew 24:30-31, NIV)

Think About This
Every year Advent and Christmas shout this truth:

God keeps His promises.
Though the promises are ancient, and

the wait is long, and

the fulfillment seems so improbable,

God always keeps His promises.
For centuries God had spoken through His prophets,

telling in amazing detail of a coming Messiah. 

Jesus Christ came exactly as prophesied.

The same God promises that

this same Jesus will come again.

He urges us to be watchful,

to be faithful,

for the Day will come when least expected.

Lord, we are watching.
We are waiting.

We are obeying.

Come, Lord Jesus!

Hymn: The Trumpet Will Sound
Recording
Lyrics
Printed Music
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11/1/2011
The Resurrection Body
God’s Word
The body that is sown is perishable,
it is raised imperishable;

it is sown in dishonor,

it is raised in glory;

it is sown in weakness,

it is raised in power;

it is sown a natural body,

it is raised a spiritual body.

Just as we have borne the likeness of

the earthly man,

so shall we bear the likeness of

the man from heaven.
(1 Corinthians 15:42-44, 49, NIV)

Think About This
Your present physical body was created
from this earth and for this earth.

Someday it will return to this earth,

ashes to ashes, dust to dust.

But it will be only a tiny seed

from which God will raise for you 

a new body,
created for heaven,

created for His presence,

created for His eternal glory.

You will be imperishable,

immortal, 

glowing with the splendor of 

Jesus Christ Himself.

Death will be swallowed up in victory!

Thanks be to God!

Hymn: We Shall Rise in Jesus Christ!
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11/8/2011

The Enthronement
God’s Word
God has ascended amid shouts of joy,

the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets.

Sing praise to God, sing praises…

For God is the king of all the earth…

The kingdom of the world has become

the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ,

and he will reign for ever and ever.

(Psalm 47:5-7; Revelation 11:15; NIV)

Think About This
My heart longs for our God,

for our Father,

for Jesus Christ our Savior,

for the constant breath of their Spirit,

for complete oneness with them

and in them

that we taste only briefly here.

I long for Almighty God to be enthroned over 
every thought,

every desire,

every relationship,

every life,

over all reality
every moment

forever.

Your Kingdom come!
Hymn: Enthronement Hymn
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11/15/2011

Give Thanks
God’s Word
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
    His love endures forever.
Give thanks to the God of gods,
    His love endures forever.
Give thanks to the Lord of lords:
    His love endures forever.
to him who alone does great wonders,
    His Love endures forever.
(Psalm 136:1-4, NIV)
Think About This
Give yourself the gift of thanksgiving.

God gives us abundant reasons to give thanks,

but we have to do it.

We have to choose it.

Thank Him for every joy,

big and small,

temporary and eternal.

Thank Him for every answer to prayer.

Thank Him every time you sense His presence.
Thank Him for His constant care for your loved ones.

Thank Him for His personal attention to you.

Thanksgiving lifts us up.

It brings light and joy.

It puts things right between God and us,

between ourselves and every element of life.

Give thanks to God,

for he is good.

His love endures forever!
Hymn: Give Thanks to God 
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11/22/2011

Pictures of the Messiah
God’s Word
He will endure as long as the sun,

as long as the moon, through all generations.

He will rule from sea to sea…

to the ends of the earth.
(Psalm 72:5, 8, NIV)

He will not shout or cry out,

or raise his voice in the streets.

A bruised reed he will not break,

and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.

In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;

he will not falter or be discouraged

till he establishes justice on earth.

(Isaiah 42:2-4, NIV)

“Here is your God!”

See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power,

and his arm rules for him…

He tends his flock like a shepherd:

He gathers the lambs in his arms

and carries them close to his heart;

he gently leads those that have young.
(Isaiah 40:9-11, NIV)

Think About This
When we think of Christ at Christmas,
we picture an infant in a manger.

But that is only one small part of 

the living, eternal Christ.

The Psalms and the prophets draw many pictures of
all He is and

all He is to us.

He is a king, a warrior, a mighty champion,

a priest, a prophet, a shepherd, 

a servant who suffers willingly, horribly for His people.

He is the glory of God, a light to the nations,

the cornerstone chosen and precious.
As you think of Him this Advent and Christmas,

as you celebrate Him,

celebrate all He is and
all He is to you.

Hymn: Christ Is Come 
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11/29/2011

Christmas Is the Story of a King
God’s Word
To us a child is born, 

to us a son is given, 

and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and peace 

there will be no end.

(Isaiah 9:6-7, NIV)

Think About This
Christmas is the story of a King.

When the King was born,

Caesar Augustus was Emperor of Rome.

He ruled the world

with great power and

vast military might.

But he died in 14 A.D.,

and his kingdom passed to another.

Herod the Great was King of Judea.

He ruled with

violence and cruel jealousy.

He tried to kill the Child King.

The Child lived,

but Herod died,

and his power died with him.

The Child King was

Lord of the Universe,

Almighty God.

He ruled

with humility and self-sacrifice,

with love and forgiveness.

He faced death

and destroyed it.

His Kingdom will never end.

Christmas is the story of a King,

and our King forever is

Jesus,

Immanuel, 

God with Us.

Hymn: God with Us, Immanuel 
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12/6/2011

Christmas Is a Story of Light
God’s Word
The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light;

on those living in the land of the shadow of death

a light has dawned.
(Isaiah 9:2, NIV)

Arise, shine, for your light has come,

and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.

(Isaiah 60:1, NIV)
Think About This
Christmas is a story of Light.

In the beginning, God said,

“Let there be light!”

And there was light.

When His Son was born into the world,

God said,

“Let there be light!”

And the glory of heaven

flooded the night sky.

When God enters our hearts,

He says,

“Let there be light!”

And He fills us with the

warmth and glow of His presence.

That’s why we celebrate Christmas

by hanging beautiful lights all around us:

Because the Light has come

into our world and

into our hearts.

Christmas is a story of Light,

and the Light of the World is

Jesus.

Hymn: Isaiah 9 
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12/13/2011

See Your Destiny
God’s Word
In the past God spoke to our forefathers

through the prophets at many times and

in various ways,

but in these last days 

he has spoken to us by his Son,

whom he appointed heir of all things, and

through whom he made the universe.

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and

the exact representation of his being,

sustaining all things by his powerful word.

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus.
(Hebrews 1:1-3; 12:2; NIV)
Think About This
Realize who you are.
You are not your occupation or your abilities.

You are not your gender, race, or social status.

You are not your past.

You trusted Christ, and 

now you are becoming like Him.

Look to Him and see your destiny.

He is your present and your future.

In Him 

you are a beloved child of Almighty God,

your Papa, your Father.

You are His heir and His treasure.

Hymn: Our Destiny Is Jesus Christ
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12/20/2011

Christmas Is the Story of a Baby
God’s Word
While they were there, 

the time came for the baby to be born, 

and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 

She wrapped him in cloths and 

placed him in a manger, 

because there was no room for them in the inn.
(Luke 2:6-7, NIV)

Think About This
Christmas is the story of a Baby—

a tiny, crying, cute little Baby.

Instead of diapers,

He was wrapped tightly in “swaddling clothes”,

strips of cloth to keep his limbs warm and straight.

Instead of a cradle,

He was laid in a manger—

a feeding trough for animals.

He had no other place to sleep.

Why would God leave

the beauty, the peace, and

the happiness of heaven

to become a

poor, weak, helpless Infant?

Why would He lay aside 

the glory of all He was and

take upon Himself the simplicity of a child?

He came to be close to us,

to touch us,

to become like us

so that we could become like Him.

He came because He loved us.

Christmas is the story of a  Baby,

a beautiful, heavenly, human little Baby;

and the Baby was

Jesus.

Hymn: Gesu Bambino
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Lyrics
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12/27/2011

Blossoming

God’s Word
It is he who gave some to be apostles,
some to be prophets,

some to be evangelists, and

some to be pastors and teachers,

to prepare God’s people for works of service,

so that the body of Christ may be built up

until we all reach unity in the faith and

in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature,

attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

(Ephesians 4:11-13, NIV)
Think About This
It started with one Chinese man, a medical research scientist who came to our Sunday School class at the invitation of a co-worker. Soon his wife was attending with him, then two more couples, fellow scientists from mainland China. 

They were spiritually and culturally curious. They wanted to learn more about the life and language of America. But having been raised in an atheistic society, they also came with spiritual questions.

We soon found that because of their limited language skills and biblical knowledge, our regular Sunday School class wasn’t enough for them. So we began meeting with them an hour before class. It was Bible 101. We started by introducing them to the scriptures from the ground up. Then we watched the Jesus film together, discussing each scene one by one. At the end, our version of the film addressed dozens of basic questions about the Christian faith. We used those questions to lead our friends into a greater understanding of life in Christ. Next, we began reading through Genesis together, talking and teaching as we went.

Those two and one half years were memorable in so many ways. I remember our first Christmas with them. We brought in a small manger scene, and from us they heard that magnificent story for the very first time. 

I remember the Sunday we encouraged them to pray the sinner’s prayer along with us. With all the barriers of language and spiritual understanding, we wondered how much had gotten through to them.

But I particularly remember one man blossoming in his faith. In spite of a horrendous work schedule, Jinyu began praying daily. He read the Bible on his own, bringing in questions that showed he was thinking about it broadly and deeply. He began witnessing to his Chinese friends. He asked us about ancestor worship, knowing that when he next gathered with his family, they would expect him to participate.

But my favorite memory is the morning he came in beaming, saying that he had been asked to read scripture in our main worship service. We were pleased along with him, but also surprised. Jinyu was a gentle, sweet-spirited man who struggled with his English. Our church was large, and scripture readers were chosen for their speaking ability. We wondered how well his reading would be understood.

That morning service focused on missions. It included a parade of flags, special music, and a missionary speaker. When it came time for the morning scripture reading, a half dozen or so people came forward. Together they read Psalm 98, each one reading selected verses in a foreign language. 

Jinyu read, not in English, but in Chinese, and we were stunned! We had only heard him speak in English, his second language. His speaking was always halting and broken. We had never heard the man who read that morning. He was bold, strong, and fluent. He was eloquent! He was speaking in his own native language. He was at home. He was fully himself.

As I reflect back on that morning, I think about the Body of Christ. I think about all the personalities and cultures that make it up, in all their God-given diversity. What would the Body be like if each of its members were fully, completely themselves? What if all that individuality could blossom into the beauty and variety intended by our Creator, yet still remain one in Christ? Squeezing living things into narrow, artificial molds is constrictive and stifling. It is unnatural. Becoming all our Creator intended us to be is wonderfully freeing and enriching, both to the individual and to the Body. An eye makes a better eye than it does an arm.

That freedom, that blossoming is coming. In fact, it is happening right now as the Holy Spirit nurtures and renews each individual. He assures us that the One who began this good work in us will complete it (Philippians 1:6). Each flower will blossom into its full uniqueness, lovingly nurtured by its Creator. Together, what a garden we will be! 

Each of us will speak our own native language, fluently and eloquently. And in Christ all those individual expressions will blend into one universal language: the language of truth; the language of pure love. 

At last we will be all that His love purposed us to be: His holy bride, stunningly beautiful, radiant in all His glory, perfectly prepared for an eternity of oneness with Him.
Hymn: Christ and His Bride
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